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Connecticut General Statute 7-282e requires each law enforcement unit to report a record of any use of force 
incident that meets the following criteria 
1.    When a police officer witnesses another police officer use what the witnessing officer objectively knows to be unreasonable, excessive, or    
       illegal use of force or is otherwise aware of such force by another police officer.                                   
2.    When a police officer uses physical force that is likely to cause serious physical injury, as defined in C.G.S. 53a-3, to another person or the 
       death of another person, including, but not limited to: 

a.  Striking another person with an open or closed hand, elbow, knee, club, or baton 
b.  Kicking another person 
c.   Using pepper spray, or an electronic defense weapon, as defined in C.G.S. 53a-3, or less lethal projectile on another person 
d.  Using a chokehold or other method of restraint applied to the neck area or that otherwise impedes the ability to breathe or restricts 
blood circulation to the brain of another person 
e.  Discharges a firearm, except during a training exercise or in the course of dispatching an animal 
 

Connecticut General Statute 54-1t requires each law enforcement unit to report a record of any incident involving 
the use of an electronic defense weapon. 

The Connecticut Police Officer Standards and Training Council (POSTC) use of force model policy define a reportable use of force as: 
 

1. Striking another person with an open or closed hand, elbow, knee, club or baton, kicking another person 
2. Using OC spray*, CEW**, or less lethal projectile 
3. Using a chokehold or neck restraint 
4. Pointing a firearm, less lethal launcher, or CEW laser sight at a person 
5. The discharge of a firearm, for other than training, testing or to dispatch an animal 
6. Any action that results in, or is alleged to have resulted in, injury*** or death of another person 

 
* OC Spray: Oleoresin Capsicum Spray (aka Pepper spray) 
** CEW: Conducted Electrical Weapon (aka Taser) 
*** CGS 7-282e - physical force that is likely to cause serious physical 
     injury, as defined in C.G.S. 53a-3 
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